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Summary of Teach in Shanghai 
 

Shanghai has always been considered the first choice for expatriates teaching and working 
in China. An exciting city it is, rooted in its own unique culture that blends East and West. 
Shanghai combines modern and historical features: a cutting edge city always pursuing the 
best and the newest. It is the engine of China’s future: the economic hub of China, the 
metropolis of the international economy, finance, trade, shipping, technology innovation, and 
culture. It is a booming city worthing exploring!


Shanghai is also an ideal location for teaching. With a wave of global talent that lives in this 
city, there are many top schools accordingly, all of which are worthy of the highest honors in 
educational accreditation circles.


[Read More]
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Shanghai City & Salary Research Summary
City Key Information

City, Province 
ҁChinese Name) City Tier [1]

Urban Disposable 
Income Per-Capita 

(RMB/Year) [2]

Days with Good /
Excellent Air Quality 

of 2019 [3]

Local Rental Avg. 
Cost (RMB/
Month) [4]

Population [5] Number of Schools                                     
collected in TopTutorJob School Database

Shanghai City, 
Shanghai  
ҁӤၹ૱҂

TIER 1 ¥68,034.00 309

Apartment - 1 
Bedroom

24,237,800

International 
School

123 Click HERE 
to find your ideal school  

in Shanghai CityIn City Center Training Centre: 114
¥7,761.61 Pre-School: 71

Salary Research Summary
TRAINING CENTRE  
Job Category Number of 

Samples
Monthly Basic Salary [8] Qualification&Experience Distribution                                                   

in Shanghai’s Training CenterMin [9] Max [10] Avg [11]

Subject Teacher 
(Sports҂
 2 ¥17,000.00 ¥19,500.00 ¥18,250.00

Entry Degree 
Requirement

Bachelor 100.00%

Subject Teacher 
(Science&Enginee

ring) 

6 ¥29,166.66 ¥33,333.33 ¥31,250.00 Master 0.00%

Subject Teacher 
(Humanities&Soci

al Science҂

4 ¥22,250.00 ¥27,750.00 ¥25,000.00 Ph.d 0.00%

Learning Support 
Teacher 1 ¥15,000.00 ¥30,000.00 ¥22,500.00

Must be a
English-Native [6] 55.00%

ESL Teacher 46 ¥15,282.61 ¥23,065.22 ¥19,173.92 Licensed teacher [7] 0.00%

Curriculum 
Developer
 1 ¥21,000.00 ¥25,000.00 ¥23,000.00

Entry Working 
Experience  

Requirement

0-1 year 21.67%

1-2 years 78.33%

3-5 years 0.00%

Avg ¥19,949.88 ¥26,441.43 ¥23,195.65 5 years + 0.00%

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
Job Category Number of 

Samples
Monthly Basic Salary Qualification&Experience Distribution                                                    

in Shanghai’s International SchoolMin Max Avg
Subject Teacher 

(Sports҂
2 ¥18,500.00 ¥26,500.00 ¥22,500.00

Entry Degree 
Requirement

Bachelor 100.00%

Subject Teacher 
(Science&Enginee

ring) 
11` ¥17,818.18 ¥27,272.73 ¥22,545.46 Master 0.00%

Subject teacher 
(Music&Arts҂

7 ¥16,857.14 ¥26,714.29 ¥21,785.72 Ph.d 0.00%

Subject Teacher 
(Humanities&Soci

al Science҂
16 ¥20,562.50 ¥28,437.50 ¥24,500.00

Must be a
English-Native 69.49%

IELTS/TOEFL 
Trainer

2 ¥19,000.00 ¥27,500.00 ¥23,250.00 Licensed teacher 0.00%

Homeroom 
Teacher

4 ¥21,000.00 ¥32,500.00 ¥26,750.00
Entry Working 

Experience  
Requirement

0-1 year 10.17%

ESL Teacher 17 ¥19,088.24 ¥27,437.50 ¥23,262.87 1-2 years 77.97%
3-5 years 11.86%

Avg ¥18,975.15 ¥28,051.72 ¥23,513.43 5 years + 0.00%

PRE-SCHOOL
Job Category Number of 

Samples
Monthly Basic Salary Qualification&Experience Distribution                                                     

in Shanghai’s Pre-SchoolMin Max Avg
Kindergartner 18 ¥17,666.67 ¥25,333.33 ¥21,500.00

Entry Degree 
Requirement

Bachelor 100.00%
Homeroom 

Teacher
6 ¥20,333.00 ¥29,000.00 ¥24,666.50 Master 0.00%

ESL Teacher 6 ¥18,333.33 ¥28,333.33 ¥23,333.33 Ph.d 0.00%

Must be a
English-Native 80.00%

Licensed teacher 6.67%

Entry Working 
Experience  

Requirement

0-1 year 10.00%
1-2 years 86.67%
3-5 years 3.33%

Avg ¥18,777.67 ¥27,555.55 ¥23,166.61 5 years + 0.00%

Notes 
[1] Please visit our online Glossary for details.

[2] 2019Ӥၹᕹᦇଙᰄ [Shanghai Statistical Yearbook 2019] Available at: http://tjj.sh.gov.cn/tjnj/20200427/4aa08fba106d45fda6cb39817d961c98.html (ACC௛ള᭗essed 20 July 2020)

[3] Since 2008, the MEE published its AQI (Air Quality Index), and this system ranks each key city’s daily air quality into 6 grades: excellent, good, slightly polluted, polluted, heavily polluted and extremely polluted. In 
this report, we take the number of days with excellent or good air quality as an indicator for city’s air quality. 
[4]  ‘Cost of living in Shanghai’ Available at: https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Shanghai (ACC௛ള᭗essed 20 July 2020).

[5] 2019Ӥၹᕹᦇଙᰄ [Shanghai Statistical Yearbook 2019] Available at: http://tjj.sh.gov.cn/tjnj/20200427/4aa08fba106d45fda6cb39817d961c98.html (ACC௛ള᭗essed 20 July 2020)

[6] English-Native country: normally refers to the U.S.A, U.K., Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and South Africa.
[7] Licensed teacher: State-level teaching licensed (such as PGCE, QTs, SACE…) holder, TEFOL/TEFL/CELTA is not a license from our definition. 
[8] Monthly Salary: Monthly basic salary (before tax) an employer offers, performance-related pay or housing/transportation/allowance is not taken into the Monthly Salary of this report. 
[9] Min=Average of all the starting/min monthly salaries we collected.
[10] Max=Average of all the highest/max monthly salaries we collected.
[11] Avg=Average of all the average monthly salaries we collected.
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